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PROTECTION DISTRICT

Honor, Integrity, Cooperation & Professionalism

MEMORANDUM

Date: 04/22/2025
To: Board Directors

Attn: John Arabian
President

From: Fire District Staff

Subject: Resolution 2025-03 Authorizing the Fire Chief to Execute All Solar and Battery
Energy Storage System (BESS) Agreements

BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S BRIEFING PAPER

ISSUE:

It is necessary to streamline and ensure timely execution and review of all solar
and BESS agreements for the effective administration of the District's
responsibilities and authority.

BACKGROUND:

The District has adopted and approved a methodology for ensuring the
maintenance of public health and safety in response to the potential impacts of
solar photovoltaic and BESS facilities, including impacts associated with fires and
other emergencies, as described in District Resolution No. 2025-02. Such
methodology requires the District to enter into agreements with developers and
operators of solar and BESS projects to provide mitigation payments and other
measures to offset the impacts to District services, staffing, facilities and
resources.

DISCUSSION:

Staff believes it is in the public interest of the District and the public it serves to
delegate the authority to the Fire Chief to execute all agreements consistent with
the methodology set forth in Resolution No. 2025-02 and any subsequent
amendments or updates.
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ALTERNATIVES:

Take no action and continue to seek Board member signatures for all solar and
BESS agreements.

IMPACTS (Consider potential consequences related to each of the following areas of
concern for proposed alternatives):

X] Fiscal — No Known Impact

X] Operational — Streamlines and ensures timely execution and review of all
solar and BESS agreements

X Legal — No Known Impact

X Labor — No Known Impact

X Sociopolitical - No Known Impact

X Policy — No Known Impact

Xl Health and safety - No Known Impact
X] Environmental - No Known Impact
X Interagency - No Known Impact

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff is recommending that the Board of Directors approves Resolution 2025-03
Authorizing the Fire Chief to Execute All Solar and BESS Agreements. Staff also asks
that any Board of Director make a motion to approve Resolution 2025-03 as
presented.

APPROVED:
Qoakt . Chrcaman April 22, 2025
Aosh . Chrisman, Administrative Officer Date
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025-03

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE FRESNO COUNTY FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT AUTHORIZING THE FIRE CHIEF TO EXECUTE ALL
SOLAR AND BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM (BESS) AGREEMENTS ON
BEHALF OF THE DISTRICT

WHEREAS, the Fresno County Fire Protection District (“District”) is a California Special
District organized and existing under the Fire Protection District Law of 1987 (Health
and Safety Code Section 13800 et seq.), providing critical public safety services,
including fire prevention and suppression, emergency medical response, and hazardous
materials incident management; and

WHEREAS, the District has adopted and approved a methodology for ensuring the
maintenance of public health and safety in response to the potential impacts of solar
photovoltaic (“PV”) and battery energy storage system (“BESS”) facilities, including
impacts associated with fires and other emergencies, as described in District Resolution
No. 2025-02; and

WHEREAS, such methodology requires the District to enter into agreements with
developers and operators of PV and BESS projects to provide mitigation payments and
other measures to offset the impacts to District services, staffing, facilities and
resources; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to streamline and ensure timely execution and review of
such agreements for the effective administration of the District’s responsibilities and
authority; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors finds it is in the public interest of the District and the
public it serves to delegate the authority to the Fire Chief to execute all agreements
consistent with the methodology set forth in Resolution No. 2025-02 and any
subsequent amendments or updates thereto.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Fresno
County Fire Protection District as follows:

1. Delegation of Authority. The Board of Directors hereby authorizes and
delegates to the District Fire Chief the authority to review, approve, and execute
on behalf of the District any and all agreements related to solar photovoltaic and
battery energy storage system (BESS) facilities that are consistent with the
funding methodology and mitigation framework previously adopted in Resolution
No. 2025-02 and incorporated herein by reference.
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2. Further Actions. The Fire Chief is authorized to take all necessary steps and
actions, including consultation with District Counsel as appropriate, to implement
the intent and purpose of this Resolution and to ensure proper implementation of
the agreements addressing impacts of PV and BESS Projects.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED at a special meeting of the Board of Directors
of the Fresno County Fire Protection District held on the 30" day of April 2025 by the
following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

Brad Richter, Board Vice President
Board of Directors

ATTEST:

Louisa Esparza-Alonzo, Clerk of the Board

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

William D. Ross, District Counsel
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